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Duluth Scottish Heritage Assn. 
 

Kirkin’ o’ the Tar-

tans 
 

Sunday, November 22, 2009 

First Presbyterian Church 
300 East Second Street  

Duluth, MN 55805 
 

The 5:00 p.m. Evensong Service, in the Sanctuary, will 

be led by The  Reverend John Pressler of First Presbyte-

rian Church.   DSHA members, guests and the public are 

invited to attend.  

 

During the service there will be an opportunity to bring 

forth tartans for a blessing, a tradition carried from Scot-

land to the New World.   
 

Following the service, there will be a HIGH TEA 

served in the lower level Highland Room.  Reservations 

are required for the High Tea.  The cost is $10.00 for 

adults, $5 for children under 12 or $25 for a family unit.  

Reservations may be called or mailed to Kathy Peterson, 

809 East 6th Street, Duluth, MN 55805, (218) 724-1678. 

 

Helpers to prepare food for the High Tea are needed be-

ginning at 8:30 a.m., Saturday, Nov. 21st in the church 

kitchen.  Use the alley door with the canopy.   Parking is 

available in the two lots below the church or the city 

parking ramp on First St., half a block from the church.   



BURNS NIGHT 2010 

Saturday, January 23, 2010 

Kitchi Gammi Club 

Please mark your calendar for an exciting version of the traditional Burns Night, co-hosted 

by the Duluth Scottish Heritage Association and the Kitchi Gammi Club. 

 

The night will feature the beloved rendition of  the “Address to the Haggis” by  Judge David 

Sinclair Bouschor, but will host other venues throughout the rooms at the Club.  We are ask-

ing Clan groups to host specific rooms with exhibits and food stations. 

 

Please contact Steve Reyelts at 218-727-6833, ext. 102 or www.reyelts@reyeltslaw.com  or 

John Welles at 218-722-7472 or www.jwelles@lhminsurance.com if you are interested in 

hosting a Clan room. 

 

Look for more details at the end of the year!  

ABSOLUTELY BEAUTIFUL!!   
  

"Il Divo" performed "Amazing Grace" in the arena in Pula,Croatia, where the concert was 

held and recording made.  Copy  the following website into your  URL address line.   

http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1785324681?

bclid=1338935106&bctid=1913313052 

New DSHA Members  

 

The DSHA extends a welcoming hand of 

friendship to the following new members 

for March through present: 

 

Jennifer Moder, Superior WI 

Bill & Karie Simpson Duluth MN 

Larkin Wellerman & Rebecca Brown, 

             Duluth MN 

Dale Smith and Sue Finstick  Duluth MN 

John & Marlene Bartikoski, Duluth MN 

John & Lori Yukich, Duluth MN 

Alan Karich, Duluth 

 

Renew your DSHA membership 

for 2010, today!! 
 

A membership renewal form can be found on the 

back inside page of this newsletter. 

http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1785324681?bclid=1338935106&bctid=1913313052
http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1785324681?bclid=1338935106&bctid=1913313052


Genealogy Today — Search and Research 

It’s been awhile since our readers were updated on the genealogical resources available for a 

fee or even free!  New records have been indexed here and in Scotland.  Finding connections 

to our ancestors is sometimes just a click of a computer key away.  Here are just a few that 

you might find helpful in your “search and research”.  In the meantime, a visit to Salt Lake 

City’s Family History Library and their 2.5 million rolls of microfilm is in the works for 

later this month.  Be sure to check the next issue of the DSHA Newsletter for more genea-

logical resources and a report on the trip to Salt Lake City.  In the meantime, check out the 

following resource sites. 

 

Minnesota Historical Society 
     

Their webpage at www.mnhs.org states “History informs, inspires, defines us.  It opens us to 

new ideas.  Offers us new perspectives.  Brings us closer to the future we long to create.” 

 

“The Minnesota Historical Society is chief caretaker of Minnesota’s story — and the History 

Center is home to the Society’s vast collections.  Within the archives reside artifacts ranging 

from American Indian moccasins and artwork to furniture and photographs, Civil War-era 

flags and a wealth of genealogical information.  All of it is accessible today and for future 

generations.” 

 

Featured genealogical resources at the Minnesota Historical Society are: 

 

Birth Certificate Index, containing Minnesota birth records from 1900-1934, available online 

at http://people.mnhs.org/bci/ and 

 

Death Certificate Index, containing Minnesota death records from cards from 1904-1907 and 

death certificates from 1908-2001, available online at http://people.mnhs.org/dci/ 

 

ScotlandsPeople 

 
The following announcement was received in September — “New marriage records now 

available at ScotlandsPeople”.  

 

“We are delighted to announce that the following records have been added to the sites since 

our last communication:   

 

“Indexes (not images) to modern marriage records from 1934-2006 have now been added to 

the site.  This now gives the range of statutory records as Indexes of Scottish births and 

deaths (1855-2006) marriages (1855-1908), marriages (1855-1933).” 

 

Internet access to the ScotlandsPeople is at http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/  There is a 

charge for accessing indexes and individual records. 
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Hogmanay is the Scots word for the celebra-

tion of the New Year in the Scottish manner. 

Its official date is the 31st of December.  

However this is normally only the start of a 

celebration which lasts through the night until 

the morning of the 1st or, in many cases, the 

2nd of January.  

 

There are many customs, both national and 

local, associated with Hogmanay.  The most 

widespread national custom is the practice of 

first-footing which starts immediately after 

midnight. This involves being the first person 

to cross the threshold of a friend or neighbour 

and often involves the giving of symbolic 

gifts such as coal, shortbread or silverware 

intended to bring different kinds of luck to 

the householder. This may go on throughout 

the early hours of the morning and well into 

the next day. The first-foot is supposed to set 

the luck for the rest of the year, so it is impor-

tant that a suitable person does the job. A tall, 

dark man bearing a gift is preferred. 

  

The Hogmanay custom of singing Auld Lang 

Syne, an old Scottish song made popular by 

Robert Burns, has become common in many 

countries. 

  

Until the 1960, Hogmanay and Ne'erday (a 

contraction of "New Year's Day" in Scots 

dialect, according to the OED) in Scotland 

took the place of Christmas Eve and Christ-

mas Day in the rest of the UK. Although 

Christmas Day held its normal religious na-

ture, the Presbyterian national church, the 

Church of Scotland had discouraged its cele-

bration for over 300 years. As a result Christ-

mas Day was a normal working day in Scot-

land until the 1960s and even into the 1970s  

in some areas. The gift-giving, public holi-

days and feasting associated with mid-winter 

were held between the 31st of December and 

the 2nd of January rather than between the 

24th and 26th of December. 

  

With the fading of the Church's influence and 

the introduction of English cultural values via 

television and immigration, the transition to 

Christmas feasting was well-nigh complete 

by the 1980s. However, 1 January and 2 

January remain public holidays in Scotland, 

despite the addition of Christmas Day and 

Boxing Day to the public holiday list and 

Hogmanay still is associated with as much 

celebration as Christmas in Scotland. Most 

Scots still celebrate Ne'erday with a special 

dinner, usually steak pie. 

  

As in the rest of the world, the four largest 

Scottish cities, Glasgow, Edinburgh, Aber-

deen and Dundeen, hold all-night celebra-

tions. The Edinburgh Hogmanay celebrations 

are among the largest in the world. 

(Reprinted from  http://www.scotlands-enchanting-

kingdom.com/hogmanay-customs.html) 

The Scottish Tradition of Hogmanay 

In my youth, many years ago, the locally-owned stores didnôt display Christmas merchandise until after 

Thanksgiving.  In my young adult years, winter clothes started appearing for sale in the large department-

stores about the end of July, usually in time for back-to-school purchases, but Christmas displays were not 

seen until shortly after Thanksgiving.  This year one could find Christmas wrappings, decorations, trees and 

sale items on display before Halloween!!  It got me to wondering what the Scots did and now do to prepare for 

Christmas.  I was surprised to learn that until the 1960ôs in most of Scotland, Christmas Day was a normal 

working day.  The big celebration was Hogmanay!  Read on to learn more about this old Scottish Tradition. 

DSHA Newsletter Editor  

Check out http://www.edinburghshogmanay.org/ for more information about the World 

Famous Hogmanay Street Party in Edinburgh, Tuesday, December 29, 2009  through 

Saturday, January 2, 2010.  



DULUTH SCOTTISH HERITAGE ASSOCIATION, INC.  
MEMBERSHIP FORM 
(please print or type)  

 
 NAME:  
____________________________________________________________________________

_____     MEMBERSHIP DUES  

 

 ADDRESS:  ________________________________________________________________     

________  INDIVIDUAL  $10.00  

 

 CITY/STATE:  ___________________________________________________________      

_________  FAMILY         $15.00 

 

 ZIP:  _______________________  PHONE:  (_______) ______________________      

_________  SPONSOR    $25.00  

                                                                                                                                 (any amount over  

 e-mail: _____________________________________________________________________

        $15.00 is tax deductible)  
  

 CLAN(S):  
____________________________________________________________________________

________________________  (optional)  
 

 

Duluth Scottish Heritage Association 

Calendar of Events for 2009 - 2010 

NOVEMBER 22, 2009 

 KIRKINô Oô THE TARTANS 

              First Presbyterian Church 

              300 East Second Street 

 Duluth, MN 

 Sunday, 5:00 p.m.— public invited 

  

 HIGH TEAðfollowing Evensong 

 Reservations required for High Tea 

 

JANUARY 23, 2010 

 BURNS NIGHT DINNER 

 Kitchi Gammi Club 

 831 E. Superior St., Duluth, MN 55802 

 Social 6:00 p.m./Dinner 7:00 p.m. 

 (pre-paid reservations required) 

 

APRIL 6, 2010  

 NATIONAL TARTAN DAY 

 (wearing of Scottish attire encouraged) 

APRIL 2010 (date to be announced) 

               DSHA ANNUAL MEETING 

 

JUNE  26,  2010 

 SUMMER DANCE COMPETITION 

 Fitger’s Courtyard, 600 E. Superior St. 

 Duluth, MN, 55802 

 Saturday, 9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

 Public invited 

 SOCIAL HOUR  

 prior to afternoon Awards Ceremony 

 

SEPTEMBER 19, 2010 

 REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE  

 Sunday, 1:30 p.m. 

 Caledonian Grounds, Forest Hill Cemetery 

 2516 Woodland Ave., Duluth, MN 

 

              HIGH TEA - following service 

 (location to be announced)   



DSHA Highland Dancing Classes 
Beginning Class—4:30-5:30 p.m. 

Advanced Class—5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Mondays (beginning Sept. 21, 2009) 

First Presbyterian Church 

300 E. 2nd St., Duluth, MN 55805 

(use alley entrance) 
 

DSHA Pipes & Drums Band  
Practices - Thursdays  7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

1108 E. 8th St., Duluth, MN 55805 
 

New Piper Lessons 

Wednesdays (beginning Sept. 30th) - 5:00 p.m. 

Shrine Center 

 5152 Miller Trunk Hwy., Hermantown, MN 55811  



Duluth Scottish Heritage Assn., Inc. 

c/o 4212 Gilliat St. 

Duluth, MN 55804 

 

Newsletter editor 

wickstrom@mchsi.com 

 KIRKIN’ O’ THE TARTANS 
    

  Evensong Service 
   Sun., Nov. 22 2009  5:00 p.m. 

   Church Sanctuary/Public Invited 

   First Presbyterian Church 

   300 East Second Street 

   Duluth, MN 55805 

  

  High Tea  
    In the Highland Room  

    following the service. 

    Reservations required  


